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POMPEY, in full, gnaeits pompeius mag-
nus (106-48 b. c), a celebrated Roman gen-
eral, who achieved distinction in arms at the
age of twenty-three. In the struggle between
Marius and Sulla Pompey raised three legions
to aid the latter and regained for him the lost
territories of Africa. On his return to Borne,
Sulla greeted him with the surname of Mag-
nus (Great), and Pompey received a popular
ovation. After the death of Sulla, Pompey
put an end to the war which the revolt of
Sertorius in Spain had occasioned, and com-
pleted the subjugation of the forces of Spar-
tacus. In 70 b. a, although not of legal age,
and without official experience, he was elected
consul, with Crassus. In 67 B. c. he cleared
the Mediterranean of pirates and destroyed
their strongholds on the coast of Cilicia, and
two years later, in command of the army,
conquered Mithridates, Tigranes and An-
tiochus, subdued the Jews and took Jerusalem
by storm. He returned to Italy in 62 and
disbanded his army, but did not enter Rome
until the following year, when he was again
honored with a triumph.
To strengthen his position, Pompey formed
with Caesar and Crassus a coalition that came
to be known as the First Triumvirate. At
about the same time he married Caesar's
daughter Julia. During Caesar's absence in
Gaul, Pompey ingratiated himself with the
Senate, was appointed sole consul and had
the most important state offices filled with
Caesar's enemies. Caesar was proclaimed an
enemy to the state, and his rival was appoint-
ed general of the army of the Republic.
Learning of this, Caesar crossed the Rubicon
in 49 b. c. and in sixty days he was master
of Italy without striking a blow. Pompey
crossed over to Greece, and in that country,
on the plains of Pharsalia, occurred the de-
cisive battle which made Caesar master of the
Roman world. Pompey fled to Egypt, where
he hoped to find a safe asylum; but on land-
ing he was stabbed by one of his former cen-
turions.
Related   Articles.	Consult   the   following-
titles for additional	information:
Caesar, Cains Julius	Rome
Crassus, Marcus L.	Spartacus
I/epidus, Marcus A.	Sulla, Lucius
Marius, Caius	Triumph
Mithridates	Triumvirate
POMPEY'S PILLAR, a celebrated column
near Alexandria, Egypt. It is a monolith of
red granite resting upon a pedestal about
fifteen feet high; the total height is approxi-
mately ninety-eight feet. It was erected in
 a. d. 302 by Publius, eparch of Egypt, to cel-
ebrate Diocletian's remission of part of the
grain tribute. The name of the pillar is
only an invention of tourists.
POFCE BE LEGIST, pontTia da la ohvf
juak (1461-1521), one of the early Spanish
explorers in America, remembered chiefly be-
cause of his search for the "Fountain of
Youth." He accompanied Columbus on his
second expedition in 1493, became governor
of the port of the island of Hispaniola
(Haiti), and later conquered Porto Rico and
became governor of that island. Having there
amassed great wealth, he set out for a country
to the north, where he had heard there was
a fountain having wonderful restorative
powers. He reached land near the mouth
of the Saint John River on Easter Sunday
(1513), a day in Spanish called Pascua Flor-
ida, and named the country accordingly. Ho
sailed around Florida Keys and up the west-
ern coast, and believing he had discovered an
island returned to Spain and secured permis-
sion to conquer and colonize the new territory.
In 1521 he proceeded to take possession of his
province, but the natives were hostile, and
in combat with them Ponce de Leon was
mortally wounded.
PONTCEARTBAIN, pon char trayn', a
lake of Louisiana, five miles north of the
center of New Orleans. It is about forty
miles long and twenty-five miles wide. In
1922 an Industrial Canal was completed, con-
necting Lake Pontchartrain with the Missis-
sippi River at New Orleans, adding a siltless
and currentless harbor for the city's com-
merce, and opening an immense area of low-
value land for industrial development.
PON'TIAC (1720-1769), a famous chief
of the Ottawa Indians. He organized a con-
federation of tribes, including the Potawat-
omis and 0 jib ways, in the Mississippi Valley,
from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico,
to make war on the whites, who had en-
croached on his territory. In 1763 many
forts were captured, and the settlers were
massacred. Only Niagara and Detroit with-
stood the sieges and the fierce assaults. Aufter
peace was declared between France and Eng-
land, Pontiae, in 1765, also made peace. He
was murdered by a KaskasMa Indian in 1769,
and the 0 jibways avenged his death by prac-
tically exterminating the Illinois tribes.
Parkman's Conspiracy of Pontiae is a fasci-
nating history of the great chief and his
remarkable confederacy.

